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THE OATH OF THE MINISTER 


_~ What every minister of our Church is bound to do is to declare 
is so ce that he “receives and adopts the Confession of Faith of this Church 
at I 


hank Mo . as containing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures. 
The words, “system of doctrine” have a fixed, historical meaning. .. . 

If the question, “What is the system of doctrine taught by the Reformed 

Churches?” be submitted to a hundred Romanists, to a hundred 


isso Lutherans, to a hundred members of the Church of England, or to a 

yp / hundred skeptics; if intelligent and candid, they would all give pre- 

. cisely the same answer. There is not the slightest doubt among dis- 

interested scholars as to what doctrines do, and what do not belong 

to the faith of the Reformed. ... A man is no more at liberty to 

tn oo construct a system of theology for himself and call it the system 

ee oS contained in the Confession of Faith, than he is authorized to spin 

> see a system of philosophy out of his head, and call it Platonism. 
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Everything in the Journal is good 
(we think!) but every once in a while 
something comes along which is extra 
good ... or extra important. In this 
issue the lead article (p. 5) may not 
be extra good but it is extra important. 
Not just of average significance but of 
critical significance is what’s going on 
in the field of COMMUNICATION to- 
day. We plead with you to become in- 
formed on this subject. 





The Roman Church never misses a 
trick in the publicity game. A dispatch 
just received makes much of the fact 
that Princess Margaret will have a 
Roman Catholic in her wedding party: 
a six-year-old niece of the groom who 
has received a special dispensation 
from her Bishop in order that she may 
attend the wedding without sin. The 
dispatch goes on to remark that the 
last time Mr. Armstrong-Jones visited 
his sister (mother of the child) he at- 
tended Mass with them. We Protes- 
tants certainly could take lessons in 
public relations from the Roman 
Church! 





The following telegram from the Ex- 
ecutive of the Florida Council of 
Churches was transmitted by the Mod- 
erator to all members of the Synod 
of Florida: ‘“‘Message received Na- 
tional Council — Senators and Repre- 
sentatives consider churches uncertain 
about charges in Air Force Manual. 
Weakens efforts to delete offensive 
material. Extremely urgent many 
church people of Florida communicate 
with Senators and Representatives 
quickly urging repudiation, stressing 
free pulpit, asking Congressmen not 
make charges on basis of invalidated 
material”. Isn’t there a line in Shake- 
speare: “Methinks he doth protest too 
much”? Our advice to the NCC is, 
the more you protest without explain- 
ing, the more people will wonder if it 
isn’t all true? 
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BRAZIL — In the interior town of 
Corrego Rum, a large family did every- 
thing possible to persecute the Chris- 
tians. They even went so far as to 
refuse to let them set foot on their 
land in a short-cut to the Presbyterian 
Chapel. This went on for years, while 
prayer went up for the conversion of 
the family. Then one of the sons 
married a Christian widow. The fam- 
ily lamented the son’s subsequent pro- 
fession of faith. But those who went 
to Oswaldo’s and Rita’s home came 
away impressed by the Christian at- 
mosphere, the morning prayers, the 
grace at table. Oswaldo’s parents 


| soon asked him for a Bible. He wisely 
| suggested that they buy a Roman 


poveet 


} sions will never be done. 
| continue as long as there is a Church 










Bible. The priest refused to obtain 
a copy for them but a Baptist neigh- 
bor did. They read the Bible avidly 
and the Holy Spirit did the rest. They 
began to notice that references from 
Oswaldo’s Bible and their own were 
the same. And they became con- 
vinced. The mother, father and 
daughter thus far have confessed 
Christ the Lord. 

—Mrs. J. M. Sydenstricker 





“The Enterprise of Christian Mis- 
It must 


on earth; not only is it a part of the 
very being of the Church, but because 
every new generation presents a new 
world of men who must be won to 
Christ. There will never come a time 
in this business when we can sit back 
in our chairs and say, We’ve got it 
made. Every generation must face 
the responsibility of preaching the 
Gospel to its own generation. Some 
of us are nearing the end of the jour- 
ney. We pass the torch to younger 
and stronger hands, pleading that it 
be carried high and far until its light 
has lightened every man that comes 
into the world”. 
—Dr. C. Darby Fulton 


THE 100th GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 


JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Dr. Mar- 
ion A. Boggs, pastor of Second 
Church, Little Rock, Arkansas, was 
elected Moderator of the Centennial 
General Assembly at the opening ses- 
sion April 28, 1960, held in the River- 
side Church of Jacksonville. Dr. 
Boggs was elected over Dr. R. Matthew 
Lynn, of Midland, Texas, on the sec- 
ond ballot, by a vote of 260 to 251. 
Also nominated were Dr. H. E. Rus- 
sell of the Second Church, Memphis, 
Tennessee, and Dr. James Sprunt of 
the Bethel Church, Staunton, Virginia. 


First tally results were 146,, 136, 
135, 94 for Boggs, Lynn, Russell and 
Sprunt. 


Preaching on Peter’s great Confes- 
sion at Caesarea Philippi (Matthew 16: 
13-24), the retiring Moderator por- 
trayed the marks of the Living Church 
of Christ. It is the task of the Church, 
declared Dr. Thompson, to see that 
the moral judgments of God are clear- 
ly and adequately expressed through 
the Church—reflecting Christ’s view 
of the world rather than the viewpoint 
of the world itself. 


As a part of the Moderator’s report 


to the Assembly, Dr. Thompson read 
a “Message to the Nation” drafted by 
a joint Committee of the UPUSA and 
the US churches at the request of the 
two Moderators. The Message, cel- 
ebrating not only our Centennial but 
the four hundredth anniversary of the 
Scottish Reformation, spoke of the 
desirability of birth control; of the 
equal responsibility of management 
and labor in secular vocations; of 
God’s expectation of us that we recog- 
nize the dignity and equality of all 
men before the law; and of the need 
to seek means of international dis- 
armament. 


The Pre-assembly Conference on 
Evangelism, which drew over 500 reg- 
istrants, including some 50 Centen- 
nial Calvacade leaders, was brought 
to a challenging climax by Dr. John 
A. Anderson of the First Church, 
Orlando, Fla. Said Dr. Anderson, “In 
our Mission to the nation .... the 
good news can be no other than the 
Word of God; the good sound can 
be no other than the clarion voice of 
God — and that Word and that voice 
must be heard through us! We are 
God’s trumpters”! 





BOSTON — (RNS) — Evangelist 
Billy Graham will be invited to re- 
turn to New England for a series of 
revival meetings in Boston and 
throughout New England sometime in 
the fall of 1962, it was announced 
here. 


Allan C. Emery, Jr., of Braintree, 
Mass., general chairman of the Gra- 
ham crusade here 10 years ago and 
heard of a new Boston committee to 
bring the evangelist back, said the 
group would be expanded to include 
clergy and laymen in the six-state area. 


Mr. Emery said that already more 
than 70 Protestant clergymen in the 
Boston area are actively supporting 
the plan, more than 500 other leaders 
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have indicated interest in the project, 
and particularly all the large down- 
town churches have shown willingness 
to support it. 





Hungary Bans 
“World Refugee Year” 


VIENNA — (RNS) — The Buda- 
pest Radio confirmed unofficial re- 
ports that postal authorities in Com- 
munist Hungary would refuse to 
handle mail stamped “World Refugee 
Year.” 


The station said the decision was 
made because of “the slanderous al- 
legations made against Hungary by 
some organizers of the World Refugee 
Year.” 











Senate Hears Bryan 
Essay On “Faith” 


WASHINGTON, D. C. —(RNS) — 
The United States Senate marked the 
100th anniversary of the birth of Wil- 
liam Jennings Bryan by listening to 
a recitation of his short, but famous 
essay on “Faith.” 


Bryan ran unsuccessfully for the 
Presidency three times, in 1896, 1900, 
and 1908. He was Secretary of State 
under President Woodrow Wilson’s 
first administration. 


Sen. Robert C. Byrd 
read the essay to the Senate. 
follows: 


(D.-W.Va.) 
Its text 


“Faith is the spiritual extension of 
the vision; it is the moral sense which 
reaches out toward the throne of God 
and takes hold upon those verities 
which the mind cannot grasp. 


“The great things of the world have 
been accomplished by men and women 
who had faith enough to attempt the 
seemingly impossible and to trust 
God to open the way. 


“Faith is a heart virtue; doubts of 
the mind will not disturb it if there 
is faith in the heart. 


“Faith in the triumph of truth, be- 
cause it is truth, has ever been an un- 
failing source of courage and power. 
Faith leads us to trust the omni- 
potence of the Ruler of the Universe, 
and to put God’s promises to the test. 


“Faith is as necessary to the heart 
of the individual as it is necessary to 
world-wide peace. What can equal the 
consolation that comes from reliance 
upon the care of Him who gives beauty 
to the lily, food to the fowls of the 
air, and direction to all?” 





Citizens’ Groups Act 
To Enforce 
Sunday Closing Plan 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. — (RNS) 
Members of Louisville’s interreligious 
Citizens Committee for Sunday Clos- 
ing have decided “‘to take legal action 
to enforce the law against operating 
Sunday business.” 


Scott Detrick, a Louisville grocer 
and chairman of the committee, said 
suits would be filed against several 
businesses which are open Sundays, 
but declined to name them. 


Seven Kiwanis clubs in the Louis- 
ville area meanwhile have passed a 


resolution condemning business on 
Sunday. 
The Citizens Committee’s decision 


came after a meeting with the Louis- 
ville safety director, police chief, and 
a representative of the Common- 
wealth’s attorney’s office. Police 
agreed to enforce any warrants taken 
against merchants doing illegal Sunday 
business. 


Formed about a year ago, the com- 
mittee has intensified its efforts re- 
cently in the wake of a new wave of 
absentee-owned branch stores opening 
in Louisville and announcing opera- 
tions on Sunday. 


When one such venture, Family 
Fair Discount Department Store, op- 
ened in a new suburban shopping cen- 
ter, traffic clogged roads on the first 
Sunday afternoon. Ministers of 16 
churches in the area protested and 
held a meeting at which the public 
relations director for the store’s par- 
ent firm showed up. The meeting be- 
came a full-fledged debate on the 
question of Sunday business. 

Tom Thomsen, the public relations 
man for Interstate Department Stores, 
Inc., New York, said his firm did not 
believe that business on Sunday after- 
noon violated the Sabbath, that ‘“‘it is 
happening all over, and the public is 
demanding Sunday shopping.” 


The clergymen pointed out that 
Sunday business is against Kentucky 
law and against Louisville tradition, 
not to mention that Sunday is the 
Christian Sabbath. 


Mr. Thomsen promised to take the 
ministers’ objection back to his su- 
periors, but gave no hint that Sunday 
sales would halt. 








Confirmed By The Centuries 
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Churchman Urges More 

Prisoner Rehabilitation 
SYDNEY — (RNS) — Dr. Alan 

Walker, prominent Australian evan- 


gelist called on the New South Wales 
government to “spend more money 


and effort to rehabilitate prisoners | 


and less for mere punishment.” 


Dr. Walker’s plea followed _ the 
sentencing of two criminals to life im- 
prisonment for the manslaughter of a 
guard at a New South Wales prison 
farm — two days after the men had 
escaped from a Sydney jail. 


“Nothing absolves the criminal from 
personal responsibility for crime, but 
society also stands condemned in the 
dock beside the guilty man,” he said. 
“Society has not discharged its debt 
or responsibility merely by banishing 
men out of sight behind high walls 
and bars.” 

Dr. Walker pointed out “it must 
be remembered that two men who 
had been in jail committed the terrible 
crime of killing (Cecil John) Mills 
(the guard). They came from prison 
seemingly worse men than when they 
entered.” 


“A combination of careful research 
and a releasing of the grace of God 
into the life of prisoners could set 
men free from tyrannies within,” he 
added. “They could then be restored 
safely to society.” (See Editorial, 
“Justice”, p. 10). 





Clergyman Defends 
Different Moralities 


BALBOA, Calif. (RNS)— Ameri- 
ean Christians living or working 
abroad should not look with disdain 
upon local customs unless they inter- 
fere with the basic tenets of Chris- 
tianity, laymen attending an Institute 
for Overseas Churchmanship were told 
here. 

“A man, according to the mores of 
his society, can have several wives, go 
around without clothes, and still be a 
Christian,’ asserted Dr. James D. Nes- 
bitt, director of men’s work for the 
Presbytery of Los Angeles. 

“Americans should not say that peo- 
ple of another culture cannot be Chris- 
tians until they do thus and so,” he 
declared. 

The institute was the last of three 
sponsored by the Commission on 
Ecumenical Mission and Relations of 
the United Presbyterian Church in the 
the UPUSA Church. 
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Does the Gospel Change People? 


Questions relating to the communi- 
cation of the Gospel are among the 
most important in religion today. 
Basic to Evangelism, to Education and 
to Missions, the problem of communi- 
cating the Gospel covers the entire 
scope of Christian concern and prac- 
tice. 


In Evangelism, when you approach 
a non-believer with the intention of 
winning him to Christ, what do you 
say and do? In Education, when you 
approach children or adults with the 
nurture and the admonition of the 
Lord in mind, what do you say and 
do? And in Missions, when you look 
out upon the fields of the world, ripe 
unto the harvest, what do you say 
and do? 


Just how can the power of God be 
communicated for the renewal of per- 
sonality and for growth in Grace? 
In short, by what means is Grace 
given and received? That is certainly 
one of the most burning if not the 
most burning issue in practical the- 
ology today. 


TWO SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT 


Generally speaking there are two 
schools of thought in this matter of 
communication. One is activity-cen- 
tered, the other is content-centered. 
One sees the task as that of communi- 
cating attitudes, skills, behavior — in 


short, “personality” as such. The oth- 
} er sees the task as that of communi- 


cating ideas, information, truth — in 
short, the “seed” material from which 
personality develops. 


Both schools intend to transform 
people. But one expects to do this 
primarily by working with people — 
loving them — until they are changed. 
The other expects to do it by speak- 
ing to people a message of redemption 
— within a context of love and serv- 
ice, of course. 


The difference between these two 


schools of thought is important. It 
apears in such remarks as, “What you 
do is more important than what you 
say” (or vice versa). “Evangelism is 
not so much the function of the preach- 
er as it is the function of the wit- 
nessing community” (or vice versa). 
“We don’t win people to Christ by 
telling them about Christ as much as 
by leading them through what we are 
and do into an experience of Christ” 
(or vice versa). 


The objection to traditional ideas 
which you hear most often today is: 
“Being a Christian is not just a matter 
of accepting certain ideas.” This ob- 
jection casts into bold relief the wide 
gulf which often separates what men 
profess from what they actually are. 
But we are not talking about the 
problem represented by unbelief in 
the guise of faith, We are rather 
talking about the process of com- 
munication whereby God reaches man 
effectually unto salvation: known theo- 
logically as the “means of Grace.” 


Modern theology solves the problem 
of communication by saying that the 
actions and the integrity of the per- 
son communicating are the two most 
important ingredients in the process. 
By action, I mean what is done as this 
may be separated from what is said. By 
integrity, I mean what one is as this 
may be separated from what one says. 


According to modern theology, a 
Christian communicates by what he is 
(kind, considerate, understanding) ; 
and by what he does (kind, helpful, 
loving) — with what he says becom- 
ing a sort of explanation of what he 
is and does. Do you remember the 
old saying, “What you are speaks so 
loudly I cannot hear what you say’? 
Modern theology has refined that to 
read, “If you are. a Christian and if 
you act like a Christian towards me, 
you will make me a Christian, too”. 


Dr. Ganse Little, of Pasadena, Calif., 
in recent lectures at Austin Seminary, 
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THE EDITOR 


Austin, Tex., put it this way: “Com- 
munication with is both preliminary 
and basic to communication of.” In 
other words, I have nothing to say to 
another until I have demonstrated the 
thing I want to communicate; until 
I have identified myself with the per- 
son to whom I wish to communicate. 
This view tells me to find people where 
they are and, as an extension of the 
Incarnation, enter into the depths of 
human experience with them. Said Dr. 
Little, “Jesus’ authority is that of an 
humble man doing good. Koinonia 
(fellowship) is attained through di- 
akonia (service)”’. 


In a more popular vein, Dr. George 
Cornell approached the subject in his 
syndicated column during the week of 
Feb. 21, 1960: “The teaching in Sun- 
day School is today not so much by 
telling as by exemplifying in action. 
‘A child, like all of us, actually learns 
what he experiences, not what he 
hears about,’ said an author of a re- 
vamped nursery curriculum. ‘He learns 
Christianity in the relationships he 
has, not by texts, stories and formulas 
he does not understand’.” And, 
“ ‘Christianity is learned through re- 
lationships of love, trust, understand- 
ing and forgiveness. Words, phrases, 
stories and prayers don’t produce 
Christians’. 


“This is the heart of the message 
the United Church of Christ has sought 
to inject into its new curriculum. 
Work on it has been going on since 
1952, with more than 80 writers and 
scores of other experts involved in 
the million-dollar project. The com- 
plete set of new courses, graded by 
age, won’t be finished until 1963, but 
the first one, for 3-year-olds, is ready 
for use starting this fall. It includes 
only two Biblical stories — of the first 
Christmas and of Jesus and the chil- 
dren. Other stories, while implanting 
Christian attitudes, deal with every- 
day situations of modern childhood. 
What should happen to a child in Sun- 





day School is to experience being 
loved even when he is unlovable, of be- 
ing forgiven when he is hostile and 
sullen, of being understood when he 
is sorrowing and mean, of being ac- 
cepted when he is dirty or less than 
his best”. 


There you have the new philosophy of 
communication which has determined, 
for the modern Church, its practices 
in Evangelism (usually expressed in 
the trinity of diakonia or service, koi- 
nonia or fellowship and kerygma or 
proclamation); in Education (usually 
expressed in the formula, “The whole 
Gospel for the whole person”); and 
in Missions (usually expressed in the 
slogan, “The task abroad is that of 
Mission rather than Missions,” and in 
such changes as from “missionary” to 
“fraternal worker’’). 


CONTENT vs. ACTIVITIES 


Although quite varied in its appli- 
cation, the principle underlying com- 
munication in the modern manner is 
quite simple. It is the teaching prin- 
ciple originally credited to William 
James, refined by John Dewey and 
visited upon America as “progressive 
education.” It is the thought, ap- 
plied to religion, that the educational 
process is one of activity rather than 
of “learning” in the older sense; that 
a person becomes educated by doing 
rather than by acquiring information; 
that methods are more important than 
content. It is a philosophy based on 
the assumption that what a person 
needs is to be “brought out” of him 
rather than “put into” him. It is, 
finally, the mistaken assumption that 
principles applicable in secular and 
social relationships (although even 
here these principles are questionable) 
are definitive in the relation between 
God and man: that man is regenerated 
by the same psychological processes as 
by which he learns good table man- 
ners. 


A prominent educator told a story 
from the life of the composer, Bee- 
thoven. Seeking to console his friend, 
Madam Ertmann, in the death of a 
child, the composer sat down at the 
piano in her presence and played music 
for an hour. Through the music she 
was “told all that she needed to know” 
for consolation. Such a service, the 
distinguished educator went on to say, 
is rendered by the devoted minister 
whose life speaks more to the point 
of the Gospel than all of his sermons. 


But “love”, as such, needs to be 
identified and authenticated. One must 








know whose love and what love, be- 
fore one’s heart can respond. If I 
am deep in grief and a Christian 
comes and puts his arms lovingly 
about me; and he is followed by a 
Buddhist monk in his saffron robes 
who also puts his arms lovingly about 
me: what “love” is communicated? 
Perhaps the saffron robes will intrigue 
me the more and I will judge his love 
to be superior. Or — and this is 
often the point of the new theology— 
it matters not whether the comforter 
be a Buddhist or a Christian: where 
Love appears, it is of God. 


Actually, what has been confused 
here is the context of communication 
and the process of communication. 
There is a difference between “con- 
veying the truth by means of love” 
and “‘conveying the truth in love”. We 
do not win those we would convert 
to love by loving them but by speak- 
ing the Gospel to them in love. 


Love is not, of itself, a means of 
Grace. Only the Gospel — the Word 
of God — is that. 


The problem has arisen in theology 
on account of a changing attitude 
towards the Word of God. Because 
the Word is not the Authority it used 
to be, it is not seen as having the 
power it used to have. Now the wit- 
nessing community is exalted above 
the Word. This, essentially, represents 
an about-face from the theology of the 
Reformation and a return to the 
Roman doctrine of the primacy of the 
Church, 


The problem is also one of personal 
religious experience. A religious per- 
son naturally wants to share what he 
himself has found. And he naturally 
understands the process of communica- 
tion in terms of what he has himself 
experienced. When you _ encounter 
someone who views the process of com- 
munication as one of influencing oth- 
ers for good by what you do for them, 
you can be sure that you have some- 
one for whom “religious” experience 
has been precisely that. 


On the other hand, no person who 
has ever met the Lord Jesus Christ 
in a personal encounter and has been 
transformed by the power of the Holy 
Spirit will ever think of his obligation 
towards others as one of being good 
to them in order to win them. After 
meeting Christ on the Damascus Road, 
the Apostle Paul did not embark on 
a mission of being good to people; he 
went out to show people Jesus Christ 
that they might meet Him too. 
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JOHN CALVIN 


Now the modern theology we have 
been discussing is quite foreign to 
traditional Christian concepts repre- 
sented by the Reformation in general 
and Calvinism in particular. 


John Calvin came out of a tradi- 
dition in which the problem of Au- 
thority was solved with the doctrine 
of the Church and the problem of 
communication was solved with the 
Sacraments of the Church. According 
to Roman Catholic theology, Grace is 
bestowed in the Sacraments. When 
the Sacraments are properly admin- 
istered and received, God communi- 
cates with man effectually for salva- 
tion, for forgiveness, for growth in 
Grace and for spiritual orders. Every- 
thing that a human being needs, spirit- 
ually, is bestowed by the Church 
through its “seven” Sacraments. 


Now John Calvin recognized the es- 
sential integrity of the Church and 
its place in God’s redemptive purpose. 
Said he, just as strongly as the Ro- 
manist, “Outside the Church there is 
no salvation!” But he redefined the 
Church, Biblically, as the Body of 
Christ, the Communion of Saints. And, 
instead of the Sacraments as “magi- 
cal” means of Grace, he substituted 
the life-giving power of the Word of 
God by the work of the Holy Spirit. 


God communicates with man — as 
Calvin saw it — through His Word. 
The Holy Spirit uses that Word as 
the primary means of Grace — by 
it gaining an entrance into the human 
mind and thence into the human heart. 


For Calvin the mind was the gate- 
way to the soul, not the affections. 
You can love a man all you please 
but until that man is informed, he 
will not know what the love is all 
about. What a man comes to know 
is the key to what he becomes and 
what he comes to know depends upon 
the information — knowledge — he 
is given. When he gets the Truth 
of God, the Holy Spirit uses it to 
impart a certain kind of knowledge 
called “saving knowledge”’ which leads 
to a transformation of the personality. 


For Calvin there was absolutely no 
substitute for content: the solid meat 
of the Word or the substance of its 
equivalent, sound doctrine. His rev- 
erent view of the Bible was not evi- 
dence that he worshiped a Book: it 
was rather evidence of his respect for 


(Cont. on p. 17, Col. 1) 
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~SHE SERMON 





METAMORPHOSIS 


Text: Romans 12:1-2 


Only yesterday I asked myself, 
“What is the greatest problem in all 
of theology and ethics? Isn’t the 
same problem today the one outlined 
on almost every page of the Bible?” 
Isn’t it the great lag between the re- 
sources and privileges of the Christian 
life on the one hand, and the actual 
progress made by the believer on the 
other hand? Without such an obvious 
lag many of the problems in apolo- 
getics, evangelism, and social educa- 
tion and action would be cleared up. 


Within a Christian group the indi- 
vidual usually imposes on himself the 
correct language and behaviour de- 
signed to win approval from the group 
and gain status. Outside the Christian 
community we see another pattern of 
behaviour. Halos are worn at a per- 
fect angle for one situation, but with- 
in the hour the same Christian becomes 
hostile, suspicious and aggressive for 
another situation. One moment he 
is praying piously, the next he is gos- 
siping viciously. One moment the 
minister is preaching with utmost 
piety, the next he is viciously con- 
demning the theology of a colleague. 
One moment the believer is sweet and 
soft-spoken, the next he becomes rigid- 
ly dictatorial, self-centered and ex- 
plosive. Then, suddenly, he is over- 
come by guilt and remorse, and he re- 
dedicates himself with great force and 
humility. 


BELIEVING ONLY THE 
BEGINNING 


One may liken the believer to 
a liberated land. Emancipated from a 
power alien to his new nature he 
has a new constitution, a new Head 
of government, a new foreign policy, 
and a new destiny. Unfortunately, 
pockets of guerilla resistance operate 
from the hidden jungles of the person- 
ality. Just speaking intense words 


IN CHRIST 


REV. ROBERT JAMES ST. CLAIR 


of devotion to the new Power will not 
eradicate these pockets. There must 
be a basic change in all areas of the 
mental government. 


In Romans 12:1,2 Paul declares that 
the Christian is not to live in confor- 
mity with this alien power (the world- 
spirit) but is to undergo personal 
metamorphosis. The word  trans- 
formed in Greek is the one we employ 
to describe the change of a caterpillar 
into a whimsical and lovely butterfly 
with gossamer wings riding the soft 
summer air. This word metamorphosis 
is the one translated transfigured in 
Matt. 17 when Christ was effulgent 
with the glory of God. As Christ was 
changed in the presence of God’s un- 
veiled glory, and as Moses’ face was 
changed in the presence of that glory, 
so “we all, with unveiled face, be- 
holding the glory of the Lord, are 
being changed into His likeness (the 
same word: metamorphosis) from one 
degree of glory to another; for this 
comes from the Lord who is the 
Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:18). 


Now, of course, we all have dif- 
ferent personalities and different ways 
of looking at matters, but the healthy 
Christian personality that is being re- 
stored to the image of Christ — who 
is the incarnate image of God — 
should bear three characteristics: (1) 
a holy outlook toward God, persons 
and possessions, which makes for a 
whole (psychologically united) and 
wholesome psyche; (2) serene ac- 
ceptance and confidence in one’s self. 


The difference between a sense of 
sin in one’s self, and rejection of 
the self, is not understood by many 
theologians. Too often we have been 
led to assume that no man can be 
pleasing to God unless he “wants to 
be nothing,” grovels in the dust, and 
hates his basic nature. Too often 
this self-rejection indicates a sense 


PAGE 7 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / MAY 11, 1960 


of guilt arising from justified hostil- 
ity to someone otherwise near and 
dear to us, or it arises from not meet- 
ing perfectionist standards imposed 
on ourselves to gain admiration, su- 
periority and a false sense of security. 
Actually, Christ restores us to our 
original true nature. 


RESTORATION BY HOLY SPIRIT 


By His Holy Spirit He enables us 
to be the person God meant us to be. 
The fact that pockets of spiritual 
resistance cause us to sin is no reason 
to reject the ego in which Christ 
Jesus is resident. When you realize 
it is no longer the I (ego) alone who 
lives, but Christ who lives in you 
(Gal. 2:20) then you can be outgoing, 
Christ-reliant and self-confident. 


(3) The third characteristic of a 
wholesome personality is related to 
the second, namely, trust in other per- 
sons despite the risk of being hurt or 
disappointed. 


For metamorphosis to continue, 
these pockets of resistance must be 
supplanted by other dominating ideas 
and thoughts until you are transformed 
by “the renewal of your mind.” This 
is, “Have this mind among yourselves, 
which was also in Christ Jesus 
(Phil. 2:5). Now what concepts com- 
posed the mind of our Lord? One 
of the best ways of discovering is to 
read the Gospels until you have dis- 
tilled a principle of Christ. Then 
see how it is worded in the epistles. 
Here are a few. 


Note the principle of the reciprocity 
of grace. The worldly principle is 
the reciprocity of justice. You insult 
me and I shall requite my hurt. You 
show hostility to me and I shall be 
aggressive toward you. This is the 
way of small children. The believer, 
however, deals with others not on the 
basis of their treatment of him, but 


on the basis of Christ’s dealings with 
him. The responses of life for us are 
meant to be stimulated primarily by 
Christ. The Christian can not respond 
to the weaknesses of his neighbor, 
only his needs. Our lives ought not 
to be determined by the sins of others, 
but by the grace of God. 


When someone is suspicious toward 
you, hurts you, rejects you, or an- 
tagonizes you, he is reacting from his 
own weaknesses. He is bound up 
within himself. By memorizing from 
the Sermon on the Mount and dealing 
with him through grace, patience, love 
and prayer you eliminate in your own 
actions those stimuli which caused 
him to lose control, and you strengthen 
both of you. 


For a week keep your mind fastened 
on the principle of dynamic joy. The 
unsaved personality attempts to garner 
joy as you would pick berries. Or he 
goes running after it with a butterfly 
net. The more it eludes him the more 
dedicated to it he becomes until only 
a thread separates the search for 
thrills from the surrender to despair. 
The believer, however, brings joy into 
the world as a condition of his own 
soul. His joy is not conditioned to 
the inconsistencies of the world but 
to the constancy of God. Others see 
only the futility of a situation; he sees 
the situation as God envisions it. 


CONTRAST IN PEOPLE 


I remember a woman who had a 
most beautiful garden. She loved to 
invite visitors into it. But the garden 
of her mind was choked with the 
weeds of pessimism and tension. She 
considered herself a “realist.” Ap- 
parently the possibilities as opened to 
her by God were not ultimate reality 


to her. Too bad. Those weeds had 
to be pulled out. She had to know 
herself. The mind had to blossom 
for Christ. 


I know of a dear soul over eighty 
who just recently went to be with 
Christ. She lived by herself in a 
modest home. No TV. No hi-fi. Only 
good books and the Book. She was 
a fascinating person because she made 
her mind beautiful. She took thought 
for what was noble. One loved to 
dwell in the environment of her mind. 
She thought the thoughts of Christ. 
The weeds of greed and self-pity 
could not take root because the soil 
was laden with the fruit of the Spirit. 
I imagine she had a rather wonderful 
homecoming. 


Discover other principles, then keep 
one uppermost in your mind until you 
feel you are mastering it — or, it is 
mastering you. Then go on to the 
next. And the next. Remember that 
in prayer you are receiving the 
thoughts of the Holy Spirit over the 
airwaves of the spirit. And a blessing 
often follows. By praying earnestly 
for the person who upsets you, you 
may discover traits in your own per- 
sonality which have escaped your at- 
tention. Certainly, you will not per- 
mit any person to prevent you from 


following Paul’s directions: “Finally, 
brethren, whatever is true . . honor- 
able ... just... pure... lovely 


. gracious, if there is any excel- 
lence, if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things” (Phil. 
4:8). More than once when a beauti- 
ful thought entered my mind I won- 
dered if at that moment someone was 
praying for me. 


The mind has life. It feeds on 
what is put into it. Temporarily 
placating aggression and lust by pro- 
jecting one’s self into the action of 
television settles the mind into the 
dull tranquility of a vacuum. It is 


strange how modern man subjects the 
greatest of all “machines” — his own 
mind — to the toys and gadgets that 
hypnotize him into spiritual oblivion! 
Little does he realize the area for 
life’s most satisfying experiences is 
his own mind when filled with the 
presence of God. If he could invest 
heavily in that area he could discover 
the sublime joy and power of medita- 
tion. Thoughts could become the 
thinking of Christ. Thoughts could 
be treasures of art, tools of creativity, 
instruments of power, avenues of dis- 
covery, and open doors to the security 
of light. 


The more our minds are changed, 
the more we are transformed into 
the likeness of Christ. It is not easy. 
Diamonds are easier to change than 
human habits. But only the mind 
that is working the thoughts of Christ 
will evidence a personality stamped 
with the image of God. 


* * * ae * 


The Rev. Mr. St. Clair is pastor of 
the North Hill United Presbyterian 
Church, Akron, Ohio. 








It’s Our Turn Now 


As the earth revolves, God’s serv- 
ants take turns praying. We may 
be having Saturday night supper 
when others elsewhere are assembling 
for Sunday morning worship. There 
is a time for us to preach, pray, and 
sing and then a time for our brethren 
who live in the direction of the sunset 
to do so. Let us do our part well! 


These and other vital truths are 
set forth in I Chronicles 24 where 
David’s assignments to the sons of 
Aaron, the Old Testament priests, are 
listed. God has His men in each age 
to do His will as the centuries roll. 
Once it was Moody, before him, Whit- 
field, and before him Luther, and 
others. We may not become notables 
like these men but the point is IT’S 
OUR TURN NOW TO SERVE GOD! 


Somebody has to take the lead in 
the Lord’s work, being subject of 
course to the dictates of the Holy 
Spirit. The Bible says that the man 
who rules is to be diligent, and that 
we are to do whatever our hand finds 
to do with our might. David was 
diligent according to I Chronicles 24, 
and he had learned too that God’s 


affairs are to be performed decently 
and in order! 


Every Christian has his particular 
task; we are on a team, mem- 
bers of the body of the living Christ. 
Jesus compared Himself to a house- 
holder who took a journey to a distant 
country giving to every servant work 
in his absence. Be busy then to be 
ready for Jesus’ return! 


Nadab and Abihu, two of Aaron’s 
sons, died because they offered 
strange fire before the Lord, failing, 
like Cain, to approach the Almighty 
in the prescribed manner. God tells 
us that we eat and drink damnation 
to ourselves if we come to communion 
with unconfessed sin. 


Years had passed when David came 
to the throne and organized the priests 
to minister before the Lord. There 
were no descendants of Nadab and 
Abihu, but their brothers, Eleazer and 
Ithamar, had not failed God and their 
children were put into regular service. 
Be true to God though all others 
prove false. 


—Rev. George S. Lauderdale 
Norfolk, Va. 
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QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville S. C. 
J. A. Ellison Mgor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville S. C. 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Lancaster S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
, Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mor.-Prop 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co, 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mor -Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co, 
Abbeville, S. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
| Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 
C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 








“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


R. P. Crumley, Mar.-Prop. 








COURTESY HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 


T. L. Beckham, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

Everett C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 


Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
W. L. Hubbard, Mar. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Fountain Inn, S. C. 
E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 


F. B. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Honea Path, S. C. GEORGIA 
T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. Belk Si Co 
Belk-Simpson Co. Bainbridye, Ga. 


Manning, S. C. 
W. M. Gettys, Jr., Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


Jack Gilliland, Maor.-Prop. 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


Hendersonville, N. C. OHIO 
R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 

: Belk-Simpson Co. 
— s Pe or Store Athens, Ohio 
revard, N. 

' . Kelly, Mor.-Prop. 
J. E. Smith, Mor-Prop. sag = ies ret 
KENTUCKY MISSOURI 

Belk-Simpson Co. Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. Carthage, Mo. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mar.-Prop. J. A. McCaskill, Mor.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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There Is An Answer, 
And Hope—In Christ 


In a recent television broadcast, an 
increasingly influential Christian Faith 
and Life group held a panel discussion 
of the controversial motion picture, 
“On The Beach”. After showing 
scenes from the film and discussing 
the moral and spiritual implications of 
its message, the panel brought the 
program to a close as follows: 


A—‘“Perhaps each of us ought to try 
to sum up, by way of conclusion, how 
we personally feel that this film ad- 
dresses the human situation in gen- 
eral.” 


B—‘“This movie says to me that ex- 
istence is always uncertain and finally 
incomprehensible, and that I must de- 
cide to exist either in awareness of 
this reality or in an illusion.” 


C—“The death at the end of this 


movie made me realize that I was 
alive. And I sense this both as a gift 
and as a condemnation, for to live 
means to be responsible, to take the 
burden of my own freedom upon me 
before all the open possibilities. And 
it means to face this world just as it 
is without any false dreams or hopes. 


D—What the movie leaves me with 
is the arbitrariness of history, the ar- 
bitrariness of life, of all our lives, 
without any justification. 


E—The movie forces our freedom 
upon us to accept and to creatively 
enter into whatever is going on in this 
world even if it’s our own guilt and 
doom, without any absolute standards 
to pin our hopes on, but daring to 
decide what we will do and taking full 
responsibility for our actions. 


A—What you have just said brings 
to my mind the 19th century phil- 
osopher who suggested that when any 





EDIJORIALS 


Off Again On Again... 


A modern religionist, recently writ- 
ing on how his mind has changed, 
lightly reported, “The master image 
of the 19th century — that of man 
redeeming himself and his society — 
has been shattered beyond repair’’. 
He went on to say that, without dis- 
carding the worthwhile contributions 
of the 19th century we must now make 
room for a God “working through his- 
tory even if He does not intervene 
in history’. 


Here was a theologian expressing 
his views about so basic a thought as 
“‘Whence cometh my help — from my- 
self or from God?” much as one 
might discuss the relative merits of 
wide lapels or narrow lapels on a 
summer suit. He saw no fundamental 
problem in switching from one basic 
concept to another much as a person 
will switch from one magazine to an- 
other while waiting in a doctor’s read- 
ing room. For him religion is a casual 
game of theological acrobatics in which 
theologies come and go. God, who is 
infinitely patient, will go right along 
saving man by faith and hope: “May 


He judge my good intentions as well 
as my attainments.” 


We wonder if everyone reading of 
this will be as impressed with the im- 
plications as we were? What sort of a 
relationship can you have with God 
when you can lightly say, “Theology 
used to teach that man redeems him- 
self. Now it teaches that man must 
be dependent upon the Almighty!” 
What kind of a religion can you have 
if your theology can be admittedly 
dead wrong about a basic spiritual 
truth? Is it possible for a man to 
be dead wrong about the Almighty 
and have any hope? 


What of the spiritual hope of those 
19th century religionists who are “now 
recognized” to have lived and died 
dead wrong? 


One more question: Have the “new 
insights” gained by the 20th century 
effected any soul-changes within the 
religionist whose mind so easily shift- 
ed from one position to another? 

In other words, is it really important 
that any change has taken place at 
all? If so, how important? 


And what if you are dead wrong 
about that? 
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man stands at the raw edge of life 
he has but two possible contexts in 
which to live and decide: that of af- 
firming what is given or that of negat- 
ing what is given. Just at this point, 
where the characters 


but one relevant word for man: That 
he is received in this world; that his- 
tory is significant — even the end of 
history; and that man can therefore 
dare to live and dare to make his de- 
cision to our very end. 
awaits us all. 


Finally, “On the Beach” has im- 
pressed upon me afresh that the future 
is not made out of our hopes and 
dreams; but that our actual tomor- 
rows are forged out of the concrete 
decisions we make today. And, lest 
we forget, authentic, free, intelligent 
decisions arise out of open, honest, 
serious dialogue with others. Good 
night, and thank you. 

* * * * ” 

And it was night. But beyond the 
night, which is all the unbeliever sees, 
(or will ever know) there is Light and 
Hope. The Christian knows, what the 
characters in the movie do not know 
and what the members of the panel 
give no evidence of knowing, that “God 
so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life’ (John 3:16). 





Justice And Punishment 


The story on p. 4, of prison reform 
as an issue in Australia reminds us 
again how confused well-meaning per- 
sons can be in matters pertaining to 
human depravity, moral bankruptcy, 
crime and punishment. 


When hardened criminals escape 
from prison and go on a shooting 
spree in which innocent people are 
killed; when any person throws hu- 
man decency to the winds and com- 
mits monstrous crimes against society; 
when, in time of war, callous traitors 
betray their country and the thousands 
of patriots giving their own lives for 
its safety and the safety of their wives 
and children; when messengers of 
satan grow fat on the wasted bodies 
and broken spirits of teenagers whom 
they have ruined forever with dope 
addiction — in such cases, and others 
of like nature, it is a travesty of 
justice and an opening of Pandora’s 
box to speak of “reform and restoring 
safely to society”. The unclean thing 
should be cut off. 
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A Layman And His Church 


FAITH AND THE WORD OF GOD 


(Reprinted from Christianity Today) 


We do not believe there has ever 
been a time when Christians needed 
more help than now. There is a rag- 
ing tide against faith in a completely 
trustworthy and authoritative Bible, 
and this is having a devastating effect. 


The consequences are not primarily 
in the areas of culture or ethics, or 
even sociology and politics. The deva- 
station has to do with spiritual power 
— that ability to confront sinners 
with their need of a Savior and to 
lead them to repentance and conver- 
sion. It has to do with the spiritual 
power necessary to lead men to the 
Word of God for strength and wisdom 
for daily living. The concern is over 
preaching and teaching which brings 
a Scripture-based confidence for to- 
day and an assured hope for the life 
beyond the grave. 


Right now we are reaping the har- 
vest of attacks on the integrity of the 
Scriptures which began in Germany 
a century ago. In institution after in- 
stitution, the chair of Bible is now 
occupied by men who have capitulated 
either to the older, higher critical view- 
point of the Scriptures, or to the more 
recent deviation from faith in the 
complete trustworthiness of the Bible, 
known as Neo-orthodoxy. There are, 
of course, notable exceptions, and for 
these we are deeply thankful. 


Those who hold the higher critical 
or neo-orthodox viewpoints of Scrip- 
ture deny the accuracy and validity of 
the Bible on a rational basis. But in 
the more popular concept we find 
something very different: Man has 
superimposed upon the authority of 
the Word of God the authority of the 
human interpreter, so that revelation 
as a fait accompli becomes revelation 
only when acknowledged to be such 
by the human interpreter of the Word. 
We of course recognize that divine 
revelation becomes operative in the 
life of the individual only as he hears 
and acts on that revelation. 


The point is that this act of obedi- 
ence on the part of man does not 
validate revelation, for God’s revela- 
tion is valid regardless of what man 
may do with it. To equate obedience 
to God’s revealed truth with that truth 
itself is to becloud the issue. 


The words of Paul as found in Ro- 
mans 3:3,4, are pertinent: “For what 
if some did not believe? Shall their un- 
belief make the faith of God without 
effect? God forbid: yea, let God be 
true, but every man a liar; as it is 
written, That thou mightest be justi- 
fied in thy sayings, and mightest over- 
come when thou art judged.” 


Old-line higher criticism, said by 
some to be discredited today, is far 
more alive than many think. The old 
rationalism has been largely supplant- 
ed by neo-orthodoxy, it is true. But 
this welcome shift to the theological 
right is far from adequate, for its 
destructive effect is a demonstrable 
fact. Wherever human speculation is 
permitted to take the place of divine 
revelation, the way is open for in- 
terpretations contrary to that revela- 
tion. 


An overwhelming majority of sem- 
inary students are now being sub- 
jected to this new philosophy of in- 
spiration. The bold affirmation, 
“Thus saith the Lord,” has been muted. 
The voice of authority has been sup- 
planted by the expression of opinions. 
We have lost the power of God’s Word 
for us in the din of human speculation. 
Power from entirely too many pulpits 
rises no higher than the leading in- 
tellects of the day. 


This is an appeal, therefore, to 
young ministers. The question to them 
is, do you have the power of God’s 
Holy Spirit resting on you when you 
go into the pulpit? Are you seeing 
souls saved and lives transformed 
through your ministry? If you are, 
thank God and go forward. 


If not, the writer would suggest a 
soul-searching inquest into the dearth 
of spiritual power. The point at which 
you no longer believed in the complete 
integrity and authority of the Word 
of God may have been your departure. 
Or it may have been at some time in 
life when you did not surrender mo- 
tives, habits, and other activities to 
the searching and cleansing of the 
Holy Spirit. 


There is on every hand today a 
raging tide, a drift against which 
Christians must stand. The faithful- 
ness of God, the reliability and com- 
fort of the Holy Bible, the consistent 
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testimony of Spirit-directed lives are 
all a part of effective witnessing for 
our Savior. Against these bulwarks 
of the faith, Satan is waging an un- 
ending warfare with active and effec- 
tive devices. 


History indicates that the spiritual 
witness of the Church has always been 
as strong as the faith that held the in- 
tegrity and authority of the Holy 
Scriptures and lives that were con- 
sistent with that faith. 


Christians should regard as suspect 
every attempt to undermine faith in 
the Bible. They should ask those who 
have substituted human speculation for 
divine revelation, or who speak know- 
ingly of the more recent findings of 
modern scholarship, whether by their 
standards we have a Book which con- 
tains the Word of God, or whether in 
the Holy Scriptures we have in fact 
the Written Word of God? 


There is a tremendous difference in 
the two approaches. 


With one we have an anchor and a 
chain which can withstand every tide 
of unbelief. The other is sustained 
only by links of human opinion, 
reasoning and speculation—and they 
cannot hold. 


We live in a day of scientific ex- 
perimentation and achievement, a day 
when theories are being tested and 
facts determined. We would suggest 
a spiritual experiment if the one mak- 
ing this experiment is willing to fol- 
low through, regardless of the cost. 


Let every minister search his own 
heart in the presence of God and offer 
a complete surrender of his God-given 
faculties to the Holy Spirit. 


Then, in all sincerity, let him ask 
God for a clear understanding of the 
Scriptures, an understanding that will 
deliver him from philosophical pre- 
suppositions and prejudices. At the 
same time, let him ask for the faith 
of a little child and for the power in 
personal living and public witness that 
alone comes through the complete and 
constant indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 


It is our conviction that when the 
matter of biblical inspiration and in- 
terpretation is met in the light of un- 
derstanding that comes from the Holy 

(Cont. on p. 17, Col. 3) 











LESSON FOR MAY 22, 1960 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Sincerity In Religious Practices 


Bible Material: Matthew 6:1-18; Luke 18:9-14 
Devotional Reading: II Corinthians 8:8-15 


I find — and I think you will, too — that the Ser- 
mon on the Mount is a good place for soul examina- 
tion. Are we sincere in all our religious practices, or 
is there something of the formalist or Pharisee in us? 
If the law is our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ 
that we may be saved by grace, then the Sermon on 
the Mount is doubly so, for it gives Christ’s own in- 
terpretation of the law, as we have seen, and this goes 
very deep. I am glad that my salvation does not de- 
pend upon my keeping all of these heart-searching 
commands of our Master. If we do not cry out for 
mercy when we read them we are hard-hearted indeed. 
As I read and study this sermon I recall the words of 
the publican who stood and smote his breast as he 
cried, “God be merciful to me a sinner!” 


We are driven to Christ for salvation and also for 
the power to live as He tells us to live in this sermon. 
I do not believe anyone can live in the spirit of the 
Sermon on the Mount without a new heart; without 
being “born again”, as Jesus told Nicodemus. 


Our lesson today is a heart-searching one. As we 
study it may we ask the Spirit of God to make us sin- 
cere. God forbid that we should be in any sense 
guilty of a “showcase religion”. There is a passage of 
Scripture which will make us see that in dealing with 
God we are dealing with One Who looks through all 
pretense or outward show and sees us just as we are. 
It is found in Hebrews 4:12, 13: “For the Word of 
God is quick and powerful (living and acting) and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart. Neither is there any creature 
that is not manifest in His sight: but all things are 
naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with Whom 
we have to do”. When Jesus was on earth He knew 
the thoughts of men even before they spoke: He knew 
what was in man. In the description of the risen and 
glorified Son of God in Revelation, we are told that 
“His eyes were as a flame of fire”. He knows whether 
we are sincere or not. He knows all about us, yet loves 
us still. He is our Great High Priest. Let us there- 
fore come boldly unto the throne of grace that we may 
obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
May these searching words of our Master make us 
realize our deep need of His Saving Grace. May they 
be our schoolmaster to lead us to Christ that we may be 
saved by His grace. I wish to extend the application 
to all our religious practices. 


I. The Matter of Giving: Matthew 6:1-4 
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“Do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypo- 
crites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that 
they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, 
they have their reward. But when thou doest alms, 
let not thy left hand know what thy right hand is do- 
ing: that thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father 
which seeth in secret Himself shall reward 
thee openly”. There are not many of us, perhaps, 
who would “sound a trumpet before us”, when we 
give, but there are many wrong ways of giving as well 
as right ways. 

Giving can be a rich blessing, if done in the right 
way: it is more blessed to give than to receive. How 
can we give in this way? We do not want to give just 
to “show off” before men, or to boast about it, as we 
have just seen. Neither do we wish to give grudgingly, 
nor of necessity. 

Be sure our love is back of our gift. We may give 
all our goods to feed the poor and yet if we do not 
have love, we are nothing. Do we love the poor? and 
the heathen? and the sick? God so loved that He gave. 
God’s love was back of His gift. Jesus had compassion 
on the sick and on the lost. 


Be sure we ourselves are back of our gift: the gift 
without the giver is bare: “Ye know the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet He 
became poor, that we through His poverty might be 
made rich.” Jesus gave Himself to a life of poverty 
and suffering and death. He showed His love by thus 
sacrificing Himself. He “pitched His tent beside ours” 
as Dr. Gordon says. He became one of us and lived 
as we live. I once read of two wealthy women who 
wished to do something for a semi-invalid who lived 
near them. One of them sent her carriage and coach- 
man and had her taken for a drive. The other, how- 
ever, went with the carriage and talked with the per- 
son as they drove through the country. One gave 
something which belonged to her; the other gave her- 
self as well and the gift meant far more. Christ gave 
Himself for us. We must put ourselves into our giv- 
ing. 

We should get joy out of giving. God loves a cheer- 
ful giver. It will make us happy to give in the right 
way. All of us have experienced the joy of giving 
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even a cup of cold water in His Name. It was the “joy 
set before” Him that enabled Jesus to endure the cross 
and all of its shame. 


There will be sacrifice in our giving. When Jesus 
saw the poor widow cast in her small gift, He said 
she had given more than the rich who cast in large 
sums of money, for she gave all her living. Have we 
ever missed a meal in order to give to some good cause? 


If we are truly sincere in this matter of giving we 
will be rewarded richly both in this life and in the life 
to come. 


Matthew 6:5-15 


There are rich experiences and wonderful blessings 
in prayer. There is a right way to pray, however, and 
a wrong way, a sincere way, an insincere one. The 
former brings a blessing; the latter is useless. 


II. Our Praying: 


We must not pray just to be seen of men: the “play- 
actors” do this. A play-actor is one who pretends to be 
a person he is not. A man may dress up like Caesar, 
may strut like a Caesar, may talk like Caesar, but he is 
just an ordinary man. So we may make a mockery of 
prayer. “But when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, 
and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret 
shall reward thee openly.” 


We must not use vain repetitions when we pray. It 
is not much speaking, but sincere speaking, that counts. 
The publican’s prayer was much shorter than the 
Pharisee’s prayer, but the answer was better. A short 
prayer from the heart, a “cry from the depths” is heard 
of God while a long flowery prayer may not reach the 
ceiling of the room in which it is made. 


What is prayer? “Prayer is an offering up of our 
desires unto God, for things agreeable to His will, 
in the Name of Christ, with confession of our sins, 
and thankful acknowledgment of His mercies,” as the 
Catechism puts it. 


The Lord gave the disciples a “sample prayer” 
which many congregations use each Sunday morning. 
This is a good thing to do, if we really pray and not 
simply repeat the words without thinking of what they 
mean. I would suggest that every now and then we 
turn to our Shorter Catechism and see what it says 
about the meaning of each petition. For instance; 
what do we pray for in the second petition? “In the 
second petition, which, is Thy kingdom come, we pray, 
that Satan’s kingdom may be destroyed, and that the 
kingdom of grace may be advanced, ourselves and 
others brought into it, and kept in it, and that the 
kingdom of glory may be hastened”. The Lord’s 
Prayer is full of deep meaning and we should think 
of what it means when we use it. 


Study Paul’s prayers. They are short, but full of 
deep meaning. Paul prays for the really big blessings, 
like a full knowledge of God and an abounding love. 
Lord, teach us to pray—sincerely. 


Matthew 6:16-18 


We spend more time feasting than fasting. Fasting 
usually went with praying in the time of Jesus. Some 
people change their diet for a while during Lent, but 


III. Our Fasting: 
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does anyone really fast? We had one preacher in our 
home who stayed several days, and he announced that 
he would fast one day. He had a burden upon his 
heart of some kind. We did not ask him what it was 
but we respected him for doing it. As far as I can re- 
member he is the only man I ever knew who did this. 
Jesus said that we must not fast to be seen of men. 
There was no “put on” in this man’s fasting. It was 
real to him, and I am sure it brought a blessing to him. 


IV. Our Personal Devotions; and the Family Altar 


I wish to say a word about these. Both should be 
a very rich means of grace. Do we ever become weary 
in well-doing? Do we ever read our Bibles thought- 
lessly and hardly know what we have read? Do we 
really meditate; turn the words over and over in our 
minds? Do we read with the prayer in our heart, 
“Open thou mine eyes that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law,” or a similar prayer? The Family 
Altar should be in every home. It is a powerful means 
of holding the family together, for, “those who pray 
together, stay together”. We must be sincere, however, 
if our Bible Reading and Family Altar are to mean 
something worthwhile. 


V. Our Church Attendance. Forsake not the as- 
sembling of yourselves together. 


To attend the services of God’s House regularly is to 
take advantage of one of the richest means of grace. 
When a man or woman, boy or girl, never misses Sun- 
day School or Church you may put it down that that 
person is growing in grace and in the knowledge of 


In order to get the most out of Church Attendance 
we should always remember why we come to God’s 
House. We come to worship Him. Some people come 
to church to “see and be seen”. They are usually very 
irregular in attendance. Some come to hear the special 
music, or to hear a new or noted preacher. I have even 
heard of one man who planned his next week’s work 
while in church. 


We should prepare our hearts for worship. Do we 
pray before we come and are we in the spirit of 
prayer during the service? It means a lot to your 
preacher if he knows you are praying for him. I have 
an elder who prays for me every day. May God help 
us to be sincere in worship. Read the first chapter 
of Isaiah and see how the prophet condemns insincerity. 
Oh, God, make us sincere when we worship in Thy 
house! 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 22, 1960 


The Sacraments 


Scripture—Matthew 28:18-20; Galatians 3:22-29; and I 
Corinthians 11:23-29 


Suggested Hymns— 
“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” 
“According to Thy Gracious Word” 
“My Faith Looks up to Thee” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


What is a sacrament? The Bible gives no concise 
definition, but the Shorter Catechism does. The an- 
swer to question 92 states: “A sacrament is a holy 
ordinance instituted by Christ, wherein, by sensible 
signs, Christ and the benefits of the new covenant are 
represented, sealed, and applied to believers.” Ac- 
cording to this definition, there are only two sacra- 
ments, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, because these 
are the only two ordinances which Christ commanded 
believers to observe. The Roman Catholic Church 
requires the observance of seven so-called sacraments. 
Other churches have Ordinances which are supposed 
to have a “sacramental character”. The Presbyterian 
Church, along with most other Protestant Churches, 
does not feel justified to impose any other ordinances 
than those which Christ specifically enjoined. 


Last week we were talking about Christian symbols. 
We discussed those that are used to advantage by many 
Christians and in many churches, but the only symbols 
which all Christians are required to use are the ma- 
terial elements of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. The 
water of Baptism and the bread and wine of the Sup- 
per signify Christ and what He does and has done for 
us. These elements are the outward signs of inward 
grace and blessing. They are the only essential sym- 
bols we have. 


The Spirit of God uses the Scriptures for the salva- 
tion of men apart from the observance of the sacra- 
ments, but the sacraments should not be observed 
without the reading and preaching of the Word. We 
learn about the sacraments in the Bible, so, in a sense, 
the sacraments have their basis in the Scriptures. 


Since Christ commanded us to observe the sacra- 
ments, it is certainly wrong for Christians to ignore 
them. We are not given to believe, however, that it is 
impossible to be saved without keeping these ord- 
inances, and the fact that a person has been baptized 
and taken the Lord’s Supper does not guarantee that 
he is saved. There is no magic in the sacraments them- 


Yous WORK 
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By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


selves, but there is a great deal of power in the Person 
and Work of Christ to which the sacraments point. 


First Speaker: 


The material symbol used in Baptism is water. When 
the water is applied to the person in the Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, it signifies his spiritual 
cleansing and his new relation to the Lord. Baptism 
is the outward sign of the inward change in a believer. 
Baptism does not save, but it is the visible sign of the 
saving work of Christ. 


There is sharp disagreement among some Christians 
as to how the water is to be applied to the person. 
Presbyterians, in company with the majority of other 
Christians, believe that it is proper and Biblical to 
sprinkle or pour the water on the head of the person. 
Baptists and some others believe that it is necessary 
to put the person all the way under the water. This 
mode of Baptism is called immersion. To those who 
insist on immersion the significance of Baptism is a 
symbolic burial and resurrection. We do not believe 
the Bible records any instances of Baptisms which can 
be proved to be immersions, much less that the Bible 
requires immersion. On the other hand, we do not 
flatly deny that immersion was ever practiced in Bible 
times, and so people who have been immersed are re- 
ceived into Presbyterian churches without being re- 
baptized. Persons who have been baptized by pouring 
or sprinkling, however, are not received as members 
of immersionist churches until they have been im- 
mersed. 


Who can receive Baptism? Without a question those 
who believe in Christ as Savior and who openly confess 
their faith are to be baptized. We also believe that 
the children of believers are to receive Baptism. Chil- 
dren were included in the covenant which God made 
with Abraham. Since the death of Christ, those who 
believe in Him are considered the spiritual descendants 
of Abraham (Gal. 3:29). If the old covenant includ- 
ed children, it seems only reasonable that the new cov- 
enant should include them too. (Read Acts 2:38-39.) 
The Bible records instances when entire households 


(Cont. on p. 17, Col. 1) 
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(Supplementary) 
(CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY) 
CHRIST THE UNIFYING CENTER 


. . Of Life In The “Body” 
Ephesians 4:1-16 


June: . 


The phrase which constitutes our subject, “Life in 
the “Body’” has reference to living in the Body of 
Christ: the Church. We are to think of congregational 
life; of life among Christians; of living with other be- 
lievers. 


You may have noticed, in ordinary experience, that 
you are helped in your thinking and in your living by 
your association with other people. Often, when you 
have been confronted with something new, you were 
uncertain about it until you discovered that someone 
else confronted it in the same way you did and felt 
about it the same way you felt about it. Then you felt 
better. 


Fellowship with other people is important. And that 
is especizlly true in the Church. Let me put it this 
way: one Christian in company with five other Chris- 
tians is stronger in the faith and more assured than one 
Christian alone. Here is one reason why it is such 
a helpful thing to visit the sick and the troubled. 
When you are sick and the body is weary and worn 
and hurt, you can become depressed. And in your 
depression you can become sick in spirit as well as 
sick in body. You can begin to doubt the goodness 
of God. In your sickness, or calamity, or trouble, there 
will be times when you become very very uncertain 
and distressed. And there are few things that will help 
more than fellowship with other Christians. This 
fellowship does not change the trouble, but it does 
change you. You become stronger, more able to bear 
your trouble. 


How many times have you seen it happen that some 
person sick in the hospital, suffering with pain, was 
made better just by being able to reach out and catch 
a friend by the hand and hold on? The experience of 
having someone nearby makes the pain easier to bear. 
And what is true of human experience is doubly true 
of spiritual experience. It is not good for people to 
be alone, physically or spiritually. Isolation is a handi- 
cap. We are stronger when we are together. 


Now in God’s plan of salvation, each of us, indi- 
vidually, is saved by the Lord Jesus Christ. But one of 
the ways He has of bringing us to Him and keeping 
us in Him is through other believers. And when we 
come to belong to Him He would have us come into 
the group. Thus we read (Heb. 10:25) “Forsake not 
the assembling of yourselves together . . . but exhort 
one another: and so much the more as ye see the day 
approaching”. It is the will of God that we should 
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come together. The Lord Jesus said, “Where two or 
three are gathered together in My Name, there am I 
in the midst” (Matt. 18:20), and the suggestion is 
that there are special promises given to Christians in 
the company of other Christians which do not belong 
to Christians alone. This makes the corporate life of 
the Christian very important. It is that life to which 
we refer when we think of the Church. 


THE CHURCH — SOMETHING UNIQUE 


Now the existence of the Church, in a sense, con- 
stitutes a great mystery. The mystery grows out of 
the problem represented by individual people with 
their individuality. Here are individuals, each with 
an individuality of his own, together in a group, united 
and harmonious. 


But the Church is more than a group of people har- 
moniously together. It is a “communion”, an “or- 
ganism” if you please, made up of all who belong to 
and are one in Christ Jesus. This communion is like 
nothing else on earth. That is to say, there is nothing 
on earth which can serve as an illustration of the 
Church. 


One of the figures of speech employed in the Bible 
to suggest the Church is the Temple: “Ye are the 
Temple of the living God” (II Cor. 6:16). In another 
place, believers, together, are called a “habitation of 
God through the Spirit” (Eph. 2:22). Peter speaks of 
Christians as living stones, each occupying his place 
in the wall of the Church (I Pet. 2:5). 


In each of these figures there is a “strangeness” from 
our point of view. Stones are not alive! And build- 
ings do not grow! Yet Paul refers to the building 
which “groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord”! 
You will remember that the Lord Jesus referred to 
Himself as a vine and His own as branches (John 15: 
5). But on this Vine the branches do not sprout 
from the stem, they are grafted on. 


Each of these figures is just a little inadequate to 
express the whole truth we are exploring. Here, in 
our Scripture (Ephesians 4), the figure is that of a 
body with its parts or members. Yet this is a strange 
“body”, indeed, for it adds members! 


Perhaps the best word, from our standpoint, descrip- 
tive of the Church is “organism”. This word suggests 


a living thing with a head, body and parts and we 





are reminded that Christ is spoken of as a Head, we 
as members. It is the mind of Christ that is to rule 
your hearts. We not only draw our life in the first 
instance from Him but also the control and guidance 
which a head brings to a body. 


PROBLEM ONE OF RELATIONSHIPS 


The practical problem represented by the Church 
as a Body, however, is not what it is but how it works. 
And the matter of relationships — of actually living 
— in the Body is the subject before us. 


Paul enjoins the Ephesian Christians: “I, therefore, 
the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that you walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith you are called, with 
all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, for- 
bearing one another in love; endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:1-3). 


The aim of fellowship in the Spirit is peace. To this 
end, the Apostle says, “I beseech you that you walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith you are called, with 
all lowliness”. Now it just so happens that you won't 
ever have trouble getting along with other people if 
you just get down low enough; “... and meekness:” 
The only way you can get along with people who don’t 
treat you right is by being meek. “Meek” means that 
you don’t get even with them; you don’t retaliate, even 
though they have it coming. 


“With longsuffering . . .” Now if you are going 
to be lowly and you are going to be meek, you are go- 
ing to suffer. That will most certainly follow. And 
longsuffering means that you won't quit suffering. You 
keep on suffering the things you are called on to 
suffer. 


“Forbearing one another in love . Now this 
word “forbearing” conveys a simple idea. It suggests 
a person who deserves to have a brick thrown at him; 
and you have the brick; but you don’t throw it! You 
forbear. You bear with the other person . . . in love. 
Now I rather expect that some of you will have real 
trouble with that phrase because you are thinking of 
someone you simply cannot love. This, of course, de- 
pends on what you mean by “love”. If you mean by 
“love” a sort of “sentiment” then it is well-nigh im- 
possible to love some people because it is well-nigh 
impossible to feel “nice” about some people. 


But “love”, in the New Testament has reference to 
“doing for” rather than “feeling about”. The Samari- 
tan did something for the man in the ditch; there is 
no reason to believe that felt “nice” about him. And 
Christian love is wishing for the other person all that 
you would wish for yourself. In this sense you can 
“forbear one another in love”. You do not deal with 
other people as they deserve because you wish for them 
Christian fellowship in the Body of Christ. 


“Endeavoring (trying the best you know how) to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace”. You 
see, in the Holy Spirit of God, there is a unity in the 
Body. 


THE GROUND AND BASIS OF UNITY 


The solution to the problem of unity in the Church 
is grounded in God and solved in the Holy Spirit. 
There is but one Holy Spirit, and when He truly 


PAGE 16 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / MAY 11, 1960 


enters the hearts of different people it isn’t long be- 
fore you will notice those people coming together. 


Today we hear a great deal about unity. People 
everywhere are pushing various projects to promote 
unity. But the unity which exists in the Body is not 
one that you have to promote — it is not one that you 
can promote. It is one that you realize. The thought 
associated with “promoting” unity is one picturing an 
artificial situation. Christian unity is not something 
you work for as an end result. In the Holy Spirit you 
have unity. This unity you endeavor to work out, by 
yielding yourself to God and to the impulse which the 
Holy Spirit plants within you with reference to other 
people who have the same Spirit. 


The unity of the Spirit which makes me feel that 
I belong with others who have the same Spirit is 
threatened by my individuality. I am an individual 
and all others are individuals, too. When we come 
together, sometimes it seems that we just can’t get 
along. Basically this is because of the natural tendency 
in each to want to be first. And when two people are 
equally determined to be first, the stage is set for a 
collision. 


The only way to avoid a collision is to step back 
and let the other person go first. That will solve the 
problem of collision every time. You will never have a 
collision if you just step back out of the way of the 
other person. Sometimes, of course, when you step 
back, the other person seems deliberately and mali- 
ciously bent on following you to see that you are hurt 
anyhow. And when you are hurt, even after stepping 
back, you feel almost overwhelmingly inclined to get 
even. But you don’t. You yield yourself and become 
meek. In this way you keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. That is what is meant by longsuffering. 


IN UNITY DIVERSITY 


Now in the unity which exists in the Body of Christ 
there is diversity. Here in Ephesians 4 the Apostle 
offers an interesting interplay of unity and diversity. 


As far as the Christian is concerned, there is unity 
in origin: “There is one body (that is, all Christians 
together belong to the Lord) , and one Spirit (the Holy 
Spirit of God) even as ye are called in one hope of 
your calling (every one expects to go to Heaven) ; One 
Lord (each has the Lord Jesus Christ) , one faith (each 
believes that He died for him), one baptism (each 
yields to the Lord in order that the Holy Spirit might 
come into his heart. This phrase “one baptism” does 
not refer to one mode of baptism but rather to one 
rank or order: it is not true that some of us receive 
a superior or more “official” calling). Thus we can 
say of Christians that there is a unity in their origin. 


But “unto everyone of us is given grace according 
to the measure of the gift of Christ” (that is, our bless- 
ing is not the same in each case, as our gifts differ) . 
From the spiritual point of view there is diversity in 
function. This thought is especially brought out in 
I Corinthians 12, where the members of the Body are 
compared to the members of a human body, hand, foot, 
eye, ear, nose and mouth: not all members are alike, 
but each is essential to the health of the body and to 
the proper functioning of the whole. And God Him- 
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self has arranged it that way so each member has a 
part in the whole program. 


So there is diversity of function in the Body and 
verse 12 tells us what the functions are for: “For the 
perfecting of the saints (that is, everyone working to- 
gether in many different ways in order that the saints 
may grow into maturity) , for the work of the ministry 
(the spread of the Gospel), for the edifying of the 
Body of Christ (the “nurture and admonition of the 
Lord”) ; till we all come in the unity of the faith (the 
purpose is again unity) and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God unto a perfect man (which is to say a ma- 
ture person), unto the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ (that is our goal, the stature of the 
Lord Jesus Himself!) ”. 


Now throughout this passage the phrases are heavy 
and the sentence structure is involved, but the truth 
being expressed is simple: that each Christian con- 
tributes his function to the common welfare of the 
whole Church. And in this unity of origin, diversity 
of function and unity of purpose there is one unifying 
center, and that Center, for life in the Body, is the 
Lord Jesus Himself, in Whom alone is blessing. 

* * * * * * * 

Dr. Gutzke is Professor of English Bible at Columbia 
Seminary. This study is also available on tape. Write: 
The Bible For You, Inc., Box 8395, Station F., Atlanta 
6, Ga. Ask for No. 244. (4 lessons on each tape, $3.00. 
Set of three, Nos. 243, 244, 245... $9.00) . 





YOUTH PROGRAM—from p. 14 

were baptized. (Read Acts 16:31-34.) The Presby- 
terian Church does not count baptized children as full 
members of the church until they personally and indi- 


vidually confess their faith in Christ as Savior and 
Lord. 


Second Speaker: 


In the Lord’s Supper the material symbols are bread 
and wine which signify Christ’s broken body and shed 
blood. This sacrament points to several truths. (1) 





The bread and wine, representing the body and blood, 


reminds us of Christ’s death for us. (2) As we eat the 
bread and drink the wine, we are reminded that Christ 
lives in us spiritually. (3) The sacrament also sym- 
bolizes the spiritual strength and nourishment which 
believers receive from Christ. (4) As we join with 
other Christians in the sacrament, we are reminded 
that being united to the same Savior, we are spiritually 
related to them. (5) By taking the sacrament, be- 
lievers declare to the world that they belong to Christ 
and that they look for His return. 


We do not believe that the sacrament is to be 
thought of as a “continuation of the sacrifice of Christ,” 
as the Roman Catholics teach. There is no magic 
transformation of bread and wine into real flesh and 
blood. Christ is not physically present but spiritually 
present, and the symbols of the sacrament remind us 
of His presence and of His completed sacrifice. 


Only those who are professing believers in Christ 
and members of His Church may receive the Lord’s 
Supper. Those who take this sacrament should do so 
very seriously and thoughtfully, because it is a serious 
thing that is represented . . . the death of the Son 
of God for sinners. Believers are told to examine 
themselves (I Cor. 11:28) so as not to come to the 
Lord’s Supper Table thoughtlessly or without faith. 
It is not enough for a person to say he believes. Chris- 
tian faith proves itself by Christian conduct. The per- 
son who takes the Lord’s Supper must show that his 
faith is genuine by the way he lives every day. 


Program Leader: 


The sacraments were given for the glory of God 
and the good of His people. The better we under- 
stand them, the more glory we can give to God as we 
observe them and the more good we will receive to 
ourselves. Every time we come to the observance of 
the sacraments, let us ask God to give us serious and 
understanding minds in order that the true purposes 
of these ordinances may be fulfilled in us. 


Closing Prayer. 

















COMMUNICATION—from p. 5 
that effect which the contents of that 
Book has on people by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 


As Calvin understood it, the “fool- 
ishness of preaching’ by which men 
are saved applies to method as well as 
to content. (Except that for the Re- 
former “preaching” and “teaching” 
were synonymous). It was not just 
the message which was foolishness in 
the eyes of the world, but the process 
of salvation itself: regeneration fol- 
lowing upon the unlikely technique of 
imparting certain information, namely 
that contained within and taught by 
the Word of God. 


Thus for Calvinism — and, we might 
add, for effective Evangelism, Educa- 
tion and Nurture in any age — there 
is no substitute, in the process of 


communication, for the Bible. That 
this Calvinistic insight is a faithful 
one is demonstrated by the power of 
the Word alone to convert, without 
human instrumentality. Over and 
over again lives have been changed 
by the spoken Word coming over such 
an impersonal medium as that of ra- 
dio; or the written Word in tracts, 
Scripture portions and leaflets. 


Those who call for an activity- 
centered process of “demonstration” 
and “identification”; who glory in 
the fact that they can prepare an 
entire year’s curriculum for children 
which contains only two Bible stories, 
are badly mistaken. To the extent 
that activities become a substitute for 
the Message rather than an adjunct to 
the Message, the whole educational 
process is stumbling over the “offense 
of the Cross” and its proclamation. 
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LAYMAN—from p. 11 
Spirit, difficulties disappear like mists 
before the rising sun, and we come to 


marvel at our own blindness and un- 
belief. 


We believe that when this kind of 
examination takes place in an indi- 
vidual, the study of God’s Word be- 
comes a joy instead of a chore; and 
any Christian, whether minister or not, 
will find so much to think about, 
teach, and preach that he will not 
have opportunities adequate enough to 
make these new-found truths known 
to others. 


The Bible is an inexhaustible mine 
of wisdom, joy, and divine truth. Its 
gold is waiting for the humbled mind, 
the willing heart, and the surrendered 
will. 

—L. N. B. 


JHE CHURCH AY HOMIE 


MECKLENBURG PRESBYTERY 
“RELEASES” CONGREGATION 


CHARLOTTE, N .C. — Among oth- 
er actions taken in its spring meeting, 
April 19, Mecklenburg Presbytery “re- 
leased” the Second Church of Albe- 
marle which had indicated its intention 
of withdrawing from the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. and becoming inde- 
pendent. In order to “preserve the 
peace of the Presbyterian Church, U. 
S.; and to preserve as much as possible 
the position of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. in that community”, 
the Presbytery voted to relinquish any 
claims that it might have on the church 
property. 


Three Candidates for the ministry 
were received under Care of the Pres- 
bytery. 





COLUMBIA SEMINARY HONORS 


DECATUR, Ga. — (PN) — Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary held its 
first annual Honors Day in the newly- 
finished sanctuary of the neighboring 
Columbia Presbyterian Church in 
April. During the service six grad- 
uate study fellowships were awarded 
to senior students at the Seminary. 


Jones Knox Chamblin of Jackson, 
Miss., received the Anna Church 
Whitner Fellowship. Recipients of 
Fanny Jordan Bryan Fellowships were 
Cortez A. Cooper, Jr., of Thomasville, 
Ga., Frank M. Barker, Jr., of Bir- 
mingham, Ala., and William Frank 


Harrington of New Zion, S. C. George 
Dan McCall of Marion, N. C., and Ger- 
ald Lee Bell., Jr., of Knoxville, Tenn., 
received Alumni Fellowships. 

Pictured below, left to right, front, 
Harrington, McCall, Chamblin; back 
Cooper, Bell, Barker. 








Mays 


UNION PROFESSORS 
INAUGURATED 


RICHMOND, Va. — During cere- 
monies highlighting the Spring Lec- 
tures at Union Theological Seminary, 
two new professors were inaugurated, 
Dr. James Luther Mays as Professor 
of Biblical Studies; and Dr. John Had- 
don Leith as Professor of Historical 
Theology. Dr. Mays’ inaugural address 
was, “Exegesis as a Theological Dis- 
cipline”’. Dr. Leith spoke on “The 
Significance of Historical Theology in 
the Education of Ministers’. 


Special lecturer on the program was 
Dr. J. K. S. Reid, who spoke on “Cur- 
rents of Theological Thought in Great 
Britain”’. 





ASHEVILLE PRESBYTERY 
REDUCES ORPHANAGE 
SUPPORT 


ASHEVILLE, N. C. — Climaxing a 
long period of disagreement over the 
continuing role of Child Care in the 
Church, Asheville Presbytery in its 
Spring meeting here, April 19, voted 
to cut the funds budgeted for the op- 
eration of the Mountain Orphanage 
against the recommendation of a spe- 
cial study committee. In another ac- 
tion, it changed the name of the Or- 
phanage to the Mountain Home for 
Children and authorized the trustees 
to seek funds from sources outside the 
budget. 


It was generally agreed that the 
Presbytery’s action constituted a 
change of sentiment regarding the 
work of the Orphanage, agreeing to 
the increasing tendency at every level 
to let public and social services per- 
form many of the benevolent and ed- 
ucational services formerly performed 
by the Church, 
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Presbytery also received Philip Ed- 
ward Chase of Waynesville and Robert 
William Hoyer of Hendersonville, as 
Candidates for the ministry; heard a 
special message on Church Extension 
by the Rev. James W. Newton, Secre- 
tary of Promotion; referred to the 
Home Missions Committee plans for 
the organization of a Negro church in 
Asheville. 





10-YEAR-OLD, MUSIC 
COMPOSER 

SALISBURY, N. C. — (PN) — A 
choral response to the pastoral prayer 
during the Sunday morning worship 
services at First Church here is noth- 
ing unusual. When the Junior Choir 
sings it is special. But when the ten 
year old daughter of the minister 
writes the words and music it is really 
special. 


Genia Gates, age ten, daughter of 
Dr. Sidney A. Gates, did exactly that. 
She wrote a hymn. Sang it to Mrs. 
David Rendleman who suggested a 
chorus. Genia wrote the chorus and 
a hymn was born. The Junior Choir 
sang it as a choral response March 27. 


Here is what Genia wrote: 


“Give us the gift of Jesus, 

May He live and grow in us 

And may He always be adored, 
Our great Redemer, Savior, Lord. 


Chorus: 


Are you ready for the gift? 
Have you done the task? 
God has done the hard part, 
All you do is ask.” 





Invest 
in lives 





Consider Christian Edueation 


6 Write: Executive Départment 
Board of Ghristian Education 
A Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
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BOOKS 


THE HUMANITY OF GOD, by Karl 
Barth. John Knox Press, Richmond. 
96 pp. $2.50. 


Definitions are highly important in 
theological discussions. Barth is to 
be commended for starting his first 
lecture with a definition of terms. 
When he speaks of “Evangelical The- 
ology in the 19th Century”, he pauses 
to define evangelical theology as “the 
science and doctrine of the commerce 
and communion between God and man, 
informed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
as heard in Holy Scripture.” In this 
dissertation Barth confines his survey 
to the German-speaking world. 


Barth traces the distinctive begin- 
nings of 19th Century theology to the 
publication of Schliermacher’s book, 
“On Religion, Speeches to Its Cul- 
tured Despisers” in 1799. The course 
of the history of the 19th Century 
theology is fairly obvious from there 
on, says Barth, at least in its main 
outline. It is pointed out that Kierke- 
gaard in particular did not have the 
slightest influence on the general de- 
velopment of 19th Century theology. 
One of the main weaknesses of this 
theology in Germany, it is noted, was 
the assumption of man’s supposedly 
innate and essential capacity to “sense 
and taste the infinite.” 


The second lecture on “The Hu- 
manity of God” is on God’s “relation 
to and turning toward” man. Con- 
fesses Barth, ‘“‘What began forcibly 
to press itself upon us about forty 
years ago was not so much the hu- 
manity of God as His Deity — a God 
absolutely unique in His relation to 
man and the world, overpoweringly 
lofty and distant, strange, yes even 
wholly other.” This was Barth’s re- 
action to a theology that had become 
religionistic, anthropocentric and hu- 
manistic. 


While in agreement with the author 
in some of his affirmations, this re- 
viewer must register vigorous dissent 
with some of his positions. His idea 
of adoption is untenable. He would 
have us to believe that “every human 
being” belongs to God’s family. His 
notion of election is dangerous. It 
leads to the universalist position — 
all men are saved. He subscribes to 
Blumhardt’s opinion that the human 
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spirit is naturally Christian (page 60). 
Barth’s defence of universalism (page 
62) is not supported by the slenderest 


bit of evidence. 
cause there 
logical. 


Small wonder, be- 
is none — Biblical or 


Barth is not an easy writer to read 
or follow. He is certainly not a safe 
guide to follow. While this volume 
will be of interest to seminary profes- 
sors it has little to offer preachers of 
the Gospel who are called to make 
clear the difference between everlast- 
ing life and everlasting death. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





THE MINISTER AND HIS MIN- 
ISTRY, by Mark W. Lee. Zondervan 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids. 280 
pp. $3.95. 


The author, Associate Professor of 
Speech at Whitworth College, Spokane, 
Washington, served churches during 
college, seminary, and university years, 
and, although now a teacher, he has 
continued to serve as a pastor. His 
churches have included seven or eight 
different denominations. Out of this 
experience he has written this book. 
In the twenty-one chapters he touches 
on nearly every phase of the pastor’s 
work from advertising to youth. He 
provides guidance for the minister’s 
personal life, his administrative prob- 
lems, his pastoral responsibilities, and 
his priestly functions. Of course, the 
reader will have to adapt the material 
for his own denominational use, but 
the basic information is sound and 
helpful. Mr. Lee does not claim to 
present new truths or ideas, but he 
does have a fresh approach, and the 
book should remind some jaded spirits 


————SS —_—_ aaa 








“WELL, I KNOW MY DADDY |S SMARTER 
THAN YOURS ‘CAUSE HES A BIG DEMON 
IN THE CHURCH.” 
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of the romance of the high calling. 
The annotated bibliography for each 
chapter lists and describes books of 
both liberal and conservative persua- 
sion. An index is also provided. 


Many young ministers will want to 
possess this book to keep its helpful 
information at their fingertips. Older 
ministers who try to read at least one 
general book a year on the work of the 
pastor will also find it helpful. 


—Rev. Ernest Cushman, Jr. 
Knoxville, Tenn. 





BOOK BRIEFS 

A MESSAGE TO CATHOLICS AND 
PROTESTANTS, by Oscar Cullmann. 
Eerdmans Publ. Co., Grand Rapids. 57 
pp. $1.50. The famous Basel theologian 
writes of the common bases of solidarity 
existing between Protestants and Roman 
Catholics, in the hope that his comments 
will stimulate conversations leading to in- 
creasing understanding. We do not share 
the author’s optimism that eventually 
Protestants and Catholics may “resolve 
their differences by acts of love,” for his 
basic premise seems to us faulty: that we 
are, to begin with, equally in Christ. 


PERSONALS 

Any Minister Facing Retirement 
September 1960 and interested in small 
field in county seat, mountain com- 
munity with furnished manse, is in- 
vited to reply. Correspondence con- 
fidential. Address “A.P.’’, care Presby- 
terian Journal. 








THE Lorp Is WorKING 
in the HoLy LAND | 


4 











Rev. Leon Rosenberg, Founder and General 
Director, with two of our orphans 
Our obligations to needy children 

increase. 
Conditions there are the Lord’s chal- 
lenge for your cooperation, prayers 


and help. 

“WHO WILL BE THE LORD'S 

HELPING HANDS?” 
HEADQUARTERS: 


The American European 
Bethel Mission, Inc. 


252 N. Dillon St. 
Les Angeles 26, California 


Dept. SP 
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MINISTERS 


Vernon A. Anderson, missionary to 
the Congo for 39 years, has accept- 
ed a call to become Minister of 
Evangelism, First Church, Dallas, 
Tex. 


Robert G. McGehee, Mansfield, La., 
has accepted a call to become as- 
sistant minister at the Highland 
Park church, Dallas, Tex. 


Walter H. Pos, from Bangor, Me., 
to the Community church, Lake 
Hamilton, Fla. 


Preston P. Perkins, from Farmville, 
Va., to the Bott Memorial and 
Brunswick churches, McKenney, Va. 


Fernando Padilla, from San Benito, 
Tex., to the Second Church, Vic- 
toria, Tex. 


Charles M. Pratt has become pas- 
tor of the First Church, Fort 
Thomas, Ky. 


Charles C. Harvey, from McMinn- 
ville, Tenn., to First Church, Tren- 
ton, Tenn. 


James M. Kennedy, Glasgow, Va., 
has become Director of Education 
for Montgomery Presbytery. 


Corrections: O. M. Anderson’s ad- 
dress is Ridgeland, Miss., rather 
than Richmond, Va. W. W. Wil- 
liamson has become the new pastor 
of the First Church, Hickory, suc- 
ceeding Fred R. Stair, Jr., who went 
to the Central church, Atlanta. 


W. W. Preston, from Selma, Ala., 
to Belle Glade, Fla. 


C. Groshon Gunn, from Little Rock, 
Ark., to Waynesboro, Va. 


Grover C. Sewell, Jr., from Sara- 
sota, Fla., to Sanford, Fla. 


Joseph S. Jones, Fountain Inn, S. C., 
has retired and will live in More- 
head City, N. C. 


James D. Carter, from Miami 
Springs to Avondale Estates, De- 
catur, Ga. 
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David E. Boozer, Flemington, Ga., 
will become Assistant Pastor of the 
First Church, Brunswick, Ga., ef- 
fective May 31. He will also work 
for the organization of a new church 
on Jekyll Island. 


John B. Evans, Davidson, N. C., 
will become pastor of the First 
Church, Auburn, Ala. 


Herbert V. Carson, Montgomery, 


Ala., has retired, effective May 1. 





DEATHS 


William Kennedy Blake, Superin- 
tendent of Home Missions for East 
Alabama Presbytery, Moderator in 
Nomination of the Presbytery and 
scheduled for retirement April 19, 
died at his home in Montgomery, 
April 17. 





LETTERS 
MORE FROM THE SEMINARIES 


This letter is to request a personal 
interview with you at your con- 
venience. There are many things in 
the area of theology which I desire 
so much to discuss with you. I am 
challenged so often here at the Semi- 
nary in “bull sessions’ and in class 
that I sometimes feel on the defensive, 
and could use the experience of visit- 
ing the offices of the Journal for the 
spiritual “lift’’ that I feel I would 
receive. 

—Seminary 


This letter, a portion of which is 
printed by permission, is herewith of- 
fered as one of the most convincing 
reasons we have seen lately why the 
JOURNAL is in business. The great- 
est encouragement we have is to know 
that someone is encouraged 
stand for Christ on account of the 
testimony of this paper.—Ed. 


in his 





NO GREAT CONTRIBUTION 


Since my subscription was only a 
five - month complimentary subscrip- 
tion . . . and since I have found no 
great contribution to my knowledge 
and information in recent issues, I 
would like for you to cancel my sub- 
scription... 


—(Rev.) Ronald A. Wilkins, II 
Alto, La. 


We don’t mind being reminded that 


multitudes of words, by their very 


numbers, may not necessarily be unto 
edification.—Ed. 





DR. GUTZKE AGAIN 


Will you please advise which of the 
twelve Circle Bible Lessons you plan 
to publish during the Women’s nine 
months program year? 


—Mrs. Clyde Guthrie 
Pineville, Ky. 

For subscribers who may have 
missed the earlier announcements: We 
plan to publish the first eight of the 
studies and then the last for a total 
of nine.—Ed. 





INCONSISTENT? 


Concerning the issue of April 13: 
in the vernacular of West Texas, you 
boys have really bust your britches 
this time! In the first instance: in the 
editorial on “Quoting Unbelievers” you 
have obviously come right out against 
TRUTH itself! Truth is the same no 
matter who quotes it, or who said it 
in the first place! Even if the Devil 
states it (Luke 4:10,11) it is still true! 
In the second instance: you are prob- 
ably too close to the situation (or 
should it be “short sighted’’?) to see 
this discrepancy in your policy but I 
think it is there. You condemn the 
Commissions on the Minister and his 
Work for being “dictatorial” in 
screening ministers whom they recom- 
mend to Presbytery for certain work. 
Then you criticize the Church for not 
filling the Missionary quotas when your 
papal authority on World Missions, 
the Board of World Missions, falls all 
over itself turning down quite capable 
men year after year. I suppose your 
answer will be that where you call it 
“dictatorial” in regards to Commis- 
sions, the term is “highly selective” 
when applied to the Board of World 
Missions. 

—/(Rev.) G. T. Lyon, Jr. 
Junction, Tex. 


As Brother Lyon points out (and 
we said) everybody tells the truth 
some time or other, but we still prefer 
not to quote the Devil as our authority 
in a Gospel message. As to the other 
matter, we were misunderstood. We 
believe it proper for Presbytery to 
act like a Bishop; we do not think it 
proper for a servant of Presbytery to 
act like a Bishop. We believe it prop- 
er for the Board of Missions to screen 
candidates; we would not believe it 
proper if the Candidate Committee 
took all the authority of the Board 
unto itself.—Ed. 


1960 





